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CWNA BOARD MEMBERS 


.President—Tim Martin 

Vice-President—vacant 

Secretary-Treasurer-Jerry Morgan 

Board Members - Andy Breakey 
Allen Nye 
Mark Honea 
David Swearingen 

Chairman of the Board Tom Hallenbeck 

Editor Bill Rosenblum, Box 355, Evergreen, CO 80437 

NOTES FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Another newsletter, another resignation. Denny Polly has 
resigned as a member of the CWNA Board. We not only need a 
Vice-President, we also need another person to be added to the 
Board. Please consider volunteering to help put our organization 
back on it's feet. You will have an opportunity do do so if you 
attend the CWNA annual meeting scheduled for Saturday April 
18th at 4 PM at Coco's Restaurant at 2580 S. Havana in Aurora. 
(See box below for details). 

CWNA is a good organization which could be great, but only if 
our members become involved. Right now a handful of people do 
90% of the work, while a few others do some work and most oth¬ 
ers just complain. Most everybody's busy, but a hour or so of your 
time a month would certainly help. On the other hand some peo¬ 
ple have volunteered to help and for some reason or another they 
have been rebuffed. 

Speaking of help, your editor would certainly appreciate it, if you 
sent me a few articles etc. Thanks to Tom Hallenbeck for sending 
me a short article on a Colorado medal. Your article doesn't have 
to do with just Colorado (or Wyoming) but something even 
remotely associated with numismatics would be great. Perhaps 
there are some of you out there who enjoy reading minutes of old 
meetings and/or our Balance Sheet, but I sure don't enjoy typing 
about them. As I mentioned in a previous newsletter and to the 
Board when I accepted this position as editor. I wanted to put this 
newsletter out on some sort of schedule and that I wanted input 
from our members. That means articles, book reviews, letters to 
the editor or even a couple of Gin & Tonics. At least one impor¬ 
tant member has not sent me the promised article 3 weeks after 
the deadline. 

You can reach your me in various ways. Bill Rosenblum, P.O. 
Box 355, Evergreen CO 80437-0355, Phone 303-838-4831, Fax 
303-838-1213, Email wmrcoins@qadas.com. The next deadline 
is June 15th. 

THTS AND THAT 

We apologize to our friend Mark Honea for not listing him as a 
Board Member in the last newsletter...Last year Robert Leuver 
resigned as executive director of the ANA and a replacement 
should be named any day. I'm going to try to get the name before 
we go to press. In February, another important ANA figure 
resigned. She is Lynn Chen who ably replaced Nancy Green a 


number of years ago. The ANA has numerous good employees 
and ambassadors (and a few bad apples). Lynn was among the 
best of the best. We certainly wish her well in her retirement and 
will miss her. And good luck to Nawana Britenriker, who has been 

named Acting Librarian. She's another quality person.The 

CPNA (Colorado Professional Numismatists Association) is 
again trying to get a Sales Tax exemption for coins through the 
Colorado legislature. Actually the legislature has not been the 
problem. Governor Romer has vetoed the bill the last two 

years.A recent issue of Numismatic News had a nice article on 

former Coloradoan David Lisot and his company, ADVISION 
which is still headquartered in Boulder. David helped produce the 
documentary Money In Your Hands, narrated by James Earl Jones 

perhaps soon to be seen on public TV..Denver is in line for a 

another ANA convention, especially if we can get a Sales Tax 
exemption....Speaking of the ANA, one of the very best things it 
does (if not the best) is the Summer Conference held each year in 
Colorado Springs. This year there are 36 courses taught by 
knowledgeable and informed "experts" from around the country 
(Although according to my informal survey 14 of the instructors 
live in Colorado and about 4 others are former residents of 
Colorado). Many of the courses have already been filled and this 
year the registration is being limited for the very fist time to the 

first 300 students.I attended one of the early Conferences in the 

early or mid-1970's (they were called Seminar's than) and I 
believe there was only 1 or 2 courses than and probably 25 or 30 
students. It's gotten bigger and better. If you can't remember the 
good old days when numismatics was more than just, "How much 
is it worth?" than try to attend. You will learn alot, you will meet 
some incredibly knowledgeable people who are willing to share 
their knowledge with you, you will be deprived of sleep and will 
have a fantastic time. Contact James Taylor or Barb Olson at the 
ANA 800/367-9723, 719-632-2646, Fax 719/634-4085, or on the 

Internet at anaedu@money.org.Is there a right way and a wrong 

way to conduct coin club meetings? Probably not. Two of the 
most well attended clubs are Denver Area World Numismatists 
(DAWN) and the Denver Coin Club. The DCC is structured with 
reading of minutes, scheduled programs, door prizes, auctions 
etc., while DAWN is perhaps the most unstructured club in the 
country. No dues, rarely any programs, only an occasional auc¬ 
tion, disorganization that only an anarchist would love. But both 
clubs are always well attended (except when our Colorado weath¬ 
er interferes). The thing they have in common is a love for numis¬ 
matics and a number ot people who attend both clubs. 


CWNA ANNUAL MEETING 

The CWNA will have it's annual meeting on April 18th from 4 PM 
to 7 PM at Coco's Restaurant, 2580 S. Parker Road in Aurora. 
We will have our own room, food will be available (for pur¬ 
chase?) and a lawyer will be there to present views on our 
objective of reincorporating our group. I presume that other 
issues will be discussed such as to vacancies on the Board and 
other matters. Let's hope the weather is fine and that all of you 
will try to attend. For more information call Tom at 719-634- 
3313, Jerry at 303-759-1895 or Tim at 303-232-3388. 


P.O. BOX 102136 
DENVER, CO 80250 

MEMBER, AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 














UPCOMING EVENTS 


March 21. FRONT RANGE COIN SHOW. 9 AM-5 PM, VFW 
Club,206 Main St, Longmont. (In the Back). For more informa¬ 
tion call Harold Weers at 303-772-2156 

April 18. CWNA ANNUAL MEETING. See box above. 

April 19. D & F SUNDAY COIN SHOW. 8:30 AM-4 PM, 
Arapahoe Comm. College, Cafeteria, Littleton CO. For more 
information, call Dave Fox at 303-796-9788 

April 25-26. FT. COLLINS COIN CLUB SHOW. Saturday and 
Sunday, Lincoln Center, 417 Magnolia St, Canyon West Room. 
No phone number was included, Try to call John or Carol 
Anderson at their shop. 970-482-7759. 

May 14-17. DENVER COIN, STAMP & CARD EXPO. Friday 
through Sunday. National Western Complex, Hall of Education. 
For more information call Jerry Morgan. 303-759-1895 

June 28. D & F SUNDAY COIN SHOW. 8:30 AM-4 PM, 
Arapahoe Comm. College, Cafeteria, Littleton CO. For more 
information, call Dave Fox at 303-796-9788 

July 10-12. COLORADO SPRINGS COIN SHOW. Friday 
After through Sunday. City Auditorium, 221 Kiowa. Call 719- 
574-7275 or 719-579-0171 for more information. 

Deadline for the next issue is June 15, 1998 

MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS 

July 12. 1997. CWNA Board Meeting 

The meeting was called to order by Chuck Wishon, President, at 
the Colorado Springs coin show at 12:25 PM. All officers were 
present with the exception of Mark Honea who was represented 
by written proxy to Dave Swearingen. The "minutes" of the 
March 13th Board meeting were approved as written. Both the 
Membership and Treasurer's reports were also submitted by the 
Secretary-Treasurer and approved by the Board as written. 

The President read the "Report of the CWNA Audit Committee" 
which was submitted by Chairman Mark Honea. It confirmed that 
the Secretary-Treasurer's 1997 financial reports and records were 
in proper order with fully supportable documentation for all trans¬ 
actions. Motion passed unanimously that the report be accepted. 

A motion was made and passed unanimously to have Richard 
Judd, a lawyer, proceed to prepare the "Articles of Incorporation". 
A motion was made and passed to allow the Incorporation 
Committee to have carte blanche in dealing with the lawyer. 
President Wishon stressed the need to proceed very carefully and 
deliberately through the incorporation process even it takes a cou¬ 
ple of years to complete. 

A motion was made and passed with one opposing vote that the 
"Newsletter" be published 3 times per year. The editor, Bill 
Rosenblum, set the deadlines of February 15th, June 15th and 
October 1st for submission of material. 

The president appointed a "Questionnaire & Handbook 
Committee" of Tom Hallenbeck, Andy Breakey and Dave 
Swearingen (Chairman) to develop a questionnaire to be used in 
getting membership input on what the CWNA should be focusing 
on in the future and to develop the "Handbook". 

A motion was made and passed that the President's signature be 
on the records of Bank and Savings & Loan Deposits as called for 


in the By-Laws. 

A motion was made and passed that the meeting be adjourned. 

The above minutes are preliminary have are subject to approval 
by the Board. 


TREASURER’S REPORT 

3/16/97 to 12/31/97 


General Club Business Savings Account IBank One) 


Beginning Balance 

$1,795.31 

Deposits (Dues) 

100.00 

Interest 

12.26 

Transfers to Checking Account 

(1. 907.57) 

BALANCE (Account Closed) 

- 0 - 

General Checkins Account IBank Onel 

Beginning Balance 

$2,649.62 

Deposits (Dues) 

310.00 

Transfers from Business. Savings Account 

1,907.57 

Interest 

39.68 

Denver Coin Club (Show Profit Share) 

$2,357.85 

Attorney Fees 

250.00 

Postage 

181.00 

Copies 

67.96 

P.O. Box Rental 

58.00 

Supplies 

36.81 

State of Colorado (Name Reservations) 

20.00 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 

$2, 971.62 

CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE 

$1,935.25 

Show Fund Loan Account (1st Federal) 3 month C.D. 

Beginning Balance 

$5,768.92 

Interest Earned 

218.89 

TOTAL 

$5,987.81 

Investment Account (1st Federal) 10 month C.C 

Beginning Balance 

$14,323.00 

Interest Earned 

703.76 

TOTAL 

$15,026.76 

GRAND TOTAL 

$22,949.82 

Prepared by: Jerry Morgan, Secretary/Treasurer 


THE EARLY PAPER MONEY OF AMERICA 

BY ERIC P. NEWMAN 

A BOOK REVIEW BY BlLL RoSF.NBT.T7M 

Eric Newman is one of the world's pre-eminent historians in 
regard to the early paper money of the USA. The first edition of 
this masterpiece was published in 1967, this fourth edition is by 
far the best yet. It's a large size (8 1/2 x 11") almost coffee table 
size book. It was published in February of 1997 by Krause 
Publications and is available for $75. It should be noted that Mr. 
Newman is one of the instructors at the aforementioned ANA 
Summer Conference. 

With the renewed popularity of US Colonial Coins and National 
Bank Notes, a boom in early U.S. Paper money is probably not far 
behind. (Perhaps it's already here). If you want to take the plunge 
than I would say this book is a must. If you are like me and have 
only a superficial knowledge of this field, but are fascinated by 
the early history of our country than you must buy this book. 


















Many collectors use numismatic catalogs only for catalog num¬ 
bers and valuations. If that's all you want, the information is pre¬ 
sented here by listing Continental Currency and the early territo¬ 
rial and state notes by State and Territory. However the book 
offers far more than that. 

Newman begins the book with a 20+ introduction discussing the 
why's and what for's about paper money use in North America. 
This, by itself, is a must read for anybody thinking of studying or 
collecting this fascinating field. He ends the introduction with a 
General Bibliography and each section with a more specialized 
Bibliography. 


index. If one wanted to collect notes with specific counterfeit 
"detectors" built in, one would have to page through the entire 
book instead of looking it up in the index. 

These are minor defects in an otherwise wonderful and indispen- 
sible 487 page catalog. The pictures, the plates, the scholarship 
and the information Mr. Newman has given to the numismatic 
community is mind boggling to this reviewer. 


1905 G.A.R DENVER ENCAMPMENT MFXIAT, 

A 70 MILLIMETER MYSTERY 


The 20+ pages of color plates are supposed to be a grading guide, 
but falls short to this reader in that attempt. However I would 
think it would be of great use as a counterfeit detector and cer¬ 
tainly gives the novice (such as your writer) a view of what the 
notes should look like. This section also pictures Circulating 
Counterfeits, Playing Card Money and Watermarks of various 
issues. 

Newman's description of Continental Currency is thorough, 
although we cannot speak to the accuracy of his valuations. Our 
general thought about valuations is that even if the pricing itself 
is inaccurate, the higher priced notes are usually worth more than 
the lower priced notes. The names of the signers of Continental 
Currency have interested many collectors over the years. 
Newman's 5 1/2 page listing of the names and the dates of the 
signees is another plus for this reference. 


BY TOM HALLENBECK 

The story starts in 1884 when Zalmon G. Simmons, a multimil¬ 
lionaire from Kenosha, Wisconsin rode up Pikes Peak on the back 
of a mule named Balaam. He was inspecting some of his wooded 
insulators that he had sold to Western Union to see how they were 
holding up at high altitude. After two days on the back of a don¬ 
key, and several days of painful recovery at the Cliff House 
Turkish bath, Simmons announced he was willing to spend a mil¬ 
lion dollars to build a cog railway up to the top of Pikes Peak. He 
figured there were enough people that would pay for the privilege 
of riding in comfort and luxury up to the summit, and not have to 
endure a long and painful burro ride. Simmons than gathered as 
many influential, wealthy and powerful people in the front-range 
and started the process of financing and building a cog line to the 
top of Pikes Peak. 


His chapter on each State and Territory is equally thorough and 
fascinating. Almost all issues are pictured, although he does not 
give valuations for many of the rarer notes. As he states in his 
introduction, many...issues...are not valued because there 

ARE NOT SUFFICIENT NUMBERS EXTANT (IF ANY) TO CREATE A 
REALISTIC MARKET VALUE. As he also States, VALUES OF BILLS ARE 
OF TEMPORARY SIGNIFICANCE AT BEST, WHILE HISTORICAL, 
INFORMATIVE AND NUMISMATIC DATA ARE OF PERMANENT 
nature. This should be the numismatists creed. Instead, it's too 
often, how much is it worth? 

Florida is represented by a picture of one note from Pensacola, in 
the 1770's in which he states that virtually nothing is known about 
the note, although we do know that English traders were operat¬ 
ing in the region from about 1770 on and Florida was under 
English rule from 1763 until 1781. 

One of the more fascinating sections is that of La Louisiane 
(Louisiana) mainly because the notes were in French and for the 
use of Playing Cards as papier money. For those of us who are 
French deficient, the translations are a godsend. 

As I paged through the book I was fascinated by bits of informa¬ 
tion that I haven't found anywhere else. Not only does Newman 
help us translate the French legends, but he obviously paid atten¬ 
tion to his Latin Teachers and translates the Latin inscription as 
well. 

The Newman book is ideal for the scholar, the specialized collec¬ 
tor or just the numismatist who is interested in fields other than 
his or her own. His appendices has sections on Sheet Structure, 
Counterfeits, Exchange Values and more. He ends with an alpha¬ 
betical index of printers, engravers and designers, followed by an 
index of mottoes and emblematic legends. 

A few omissions mar this work. While he did list all the signers 
of Continental Currency, he did not list signers for individual 
States and Territories. Did one signer, sign notes for more than 
one State? Did someone's brother also sign notes? Does anybody 
else but me care? Perhaps that information is within the text or 
maybe there is a 5th edition on the way. Also missing is a subject 



from dynamite, one 
crushed by a boul¬ 
der, and two heart 
attacks due to high 
altitude. But the 
reward was a Cog 
Railway that was 
completed on June 
30, 1891. Zalmon 
Simmons realized 
early on that this 
could easily be one 
of the largest tourist 
attractions in 
Colorado and he 
tirelessly promoted 
it for years to come. 


Construction started 
in August of 1889 
with over 800 work¬ 
ers and 100 mules. 
The grading, blast¬ 
ing and lying of 
track lasted for 
;\ almost 2 years. The 
! ' racks were over nine 
miles long with a 
vertical climb of 7, 
539 feet. This fran¬ 
tic pace of construc¬ 
tion took it's toll 
with several deaths 
of workers, two 



In September of 1905 the Grand Army of the Republic (G.A.R.) 
was having it's annual assembly in Denver. This was the 39th 
National Encampment of the G.A.R. with several thousand 
expected to attend. This was not lost on Simmons, a Union sup- 




porter during the war. He wanted as many of the attendees to visit 
Pikes Peak as possible. Simmons commissioned a medal to be 
struck of copper measuring 70mm depicting the summit of Pikes 
Peak on the obverse along with two trains at the summit house. 
The only wording on the obverse is simple, pikes peak on a boul¬ 
der. The reverse states 39th national encampment g.a.r. Den¬ 
ver sept. 1905 Then inside a laurel wreath, in honor of the 

BRAVE MEN WHO VICTORIOUSLY DEFENDED THE UNION ON LAND 
AND SEA DURING 
THE WAR OF THE 
GREAT REBELLION 

1862-1865. Of all 
the different 
medals produced 
for the National 
Encampment, this 
is without doubt 
the most artistic. 

The majority of the 
official medals 
produced were the 
garden variety, 
which typically 
were attached to a 
ribbon in the 
American Journal 
of Numismatics 
(July 1905) the 
description was 
THE ENTIRE SERIES 
IS DISAPPOINTING 
TO THE NUMISMA¬ 
TIST, FOR IT HAS 
LITTLE CLAIM TO 
BE PLACED AMONG 
THE MEDALS OF 
THE GRAND ARMY. 

The extremely 
large Pikes Peak 
medal was differ¬ 
ent and was very 
well received. 

Zalman Simmons 
presented each 
attending member 
of the G.A.R. with 
a medal and a free 
trip to the summit 
of Pikes Peak on 
his Cog Railway. 

The members of 
the G.A.R. were most appreciative and made Mr. Simmons an 
honorary member. 

CWNA COIN CLUB INFORMATION 

ARKANSAS VALLEY COIN CLUB 

Date/Time: 1st Tuesday of each month, Doors open 7:30, 
meeting starts at 8 PM 

Place: Girch Center Community Room, 1500 San Juan Ave, 
La Junta 

Contact: Herman Boraker 508 S. Main St. Rocky Ford, CO 
81067-1709, 719-254-3038. 

DENVER COIN CLUB 

Date/Time: 4th Monday of every month. Doors open at 6:30 
PM. 

Place: Glendale Fire Department, 950 South Birch St. 
Contact: Vince 303-369-9973, Mark 456-6930 


IMPORTANT NOTICE: The Denver Coin Club is in des¬ 
perate need of new meeting place after May. If you have 
any ideas please contact anybody in the club or your edi¬ 
tor as soon as possible. The club is willing to pay a fair 
price for a rental, but obviously cannot afford a hotel 
meeting room. 

DENVER AREA WORLD NUMISMATISTS (D.A.W.N.t 

Date/Time: 1st Friday of each month 7:00 PM-9:45 PM 
(Despite the name, the club meets in the evening, not the 
morning.) 

Place: Bear Valley Legion Post. Just west of SW corner of 
Federal & Mississippi 

Contact: Don 303-465-0220, Bill 303-838-4831 

FORT COLLINS COIN CLUB 

Date/Time: 1st Friday of each month 7:00 PM 

Place: Alnutt Funeral Home, Family Center, 650 West 

Drake. 

Contact: Dick Johnson, president, I don't have his phone 
number. Cal! John or Carole at 482-7759, I'm sure they can 
help you. 

FRONT RANGE COIN CLUB 

Date/Time: 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM. 

Place: Moose Lodge, 2200 N. Pratt, behind Main St. K- 
Mart, Longmont 

Contact: Harold Weers 303-772-2156 

COLORADO SPRINGS NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 

Date/Time: 2nd Sunday of each month. Meeting starts at 2:00 PM 
Place: Trinity United Methodist Church, 19th & Henderson. 
Contact: Ken 719-634-3313 

COLORADO SPRINGS COIN CLUB 

Date/Time: 4th Tuesday of each month, Doors open 7, meeting 
starts at 7:30 

Place: Pikes Peak National Bank. 2401 W. Colorado Blvd 
Contact: Allen Nye, Box 25205, Colorado Springs CO 80936 

GREELEY COIN CLUB 

Date/Time: 2nd Tuesday of each month, Meeting starts at 7:00 
PM 

Place: Aims Community College, Student Union. 47th Ave & 
20th Street 

Contact: Fred Wach 970-353-1721 

CHEYENNE COIN CLUB 

Date/Time: 3rd Tuesday of each month. Eating from 6:00 to 7:00, 
Auction 7:00-8:00 

Place: Pie Lady’s place of business, 3705AE. Lincolnway at the 
Cheyenne Plaza 
Contact: E.C. Brockman 

SOUTH SUBURBAN COIN CLUB 

Date/Time: 2nd Tuesday of each month. 6:45 to 8:50 
Place: Koelbel Library, Holly and Orchard, Greenwood Village or 
Englewood Library at the Englewood Court House 
Contact: Gene 985-5068 or Henry 794-2706. 

SEND YOUR UPDATED CLUB INFORMATION TO THE EDITOR. 
Deadline for the next issue is June 15, 1998 

















